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In the Claims 

Please amend claims 1, 10-13, 23-24, 29, and 31; cancel claim 3; and add new claim 34. 
Per the proposed revision to 37 C JF.R. § 1.121, all currently-amended claims are submitted below 
with markings to indicate the changes that have been made relative to the immediate prior version 
of the claims. No separate "clean" version of the currently amended claims is included as this 
requirement has been eliminated. Further, pending claims not being currently amended that are 
under examination are presented below in a clean version. 

(Currently Amended) An article comprising: 

a tape including an adhesive side and a non-adhesive side, wherein the adhesive side is 
coa^d with a pressure-sensitive adhesive; and 

layer of retroreflective beads moltod into that are part ially embedded in the non- 
adhesive'tide of the tape. 

2. The article of claim 1 , wherein the tape is medical tape capable of being comfortably 
adhered to huma\skin. 

3. (Cancelled) 

4. The article of claimY wherein the tape is medical tape having a foam backing. 

5. The article of claim 1 , wnerein the tape is medical tape having a non woven backing. 

6. The article of claim 1, whereinsthc layer of retroreflective beads exhibits an initial 
reflective brightness prior to being subjected to abrasion cycles and a final reflective brightness 
after being subjected to a number of abrasion cycles, wherein the final reflective brightness is 
greater than seventy percent of the initial reflective brightness when the number of abrasion 
cycles is approximately 750* 



7. The article claim 1, wherein the layer of retroreflective beads exhibits an initial reflective 
brightness prior lo being subjected to abrasion cycles and n final roflootivo brightness after being 
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ibjccted to a number of abrasion cycles, wherein the final reflective brightness is greater than 
ninety percent of the initial reflective brightness when the number of abrasion cycles is 
approximately 750. 

8. The aHicle claim 1 , wherein the layer of retroreflective beads exhibits an initial reflective 
brightness prior ttibcing subjected to abrasion cycles and a final reflective brightness after being 
subjected to a number of abrasion cycles, wherein the final reflective brightness is greater than 
ninety percent of the initial reflective brightness when the number of abrasion cycles is greater 
than 5000. 



9. The article of claim 1, wherein 
place on the non-adhesive side of the 




pf retroreflective beads is substantially held in 
it the use of an additional adhesive or a resin. 



(Once Amended) An article comprising: 
foam backing including a first side and a second side; and 
layer of retroreflective beads molted into that are partially embedded in the first side of 
fhc foam Backing. 

1 1 , (Once Amended) The article of claim 10, wherein the layer of retroreflective beads 
molted into the fi At sid e exhibits an initial reflective brightness prior to being subjected to 
abrasion cycles and *rfina) reflective brightness after being subjected to a number of abrasion 
cycles, wherein the finan&flective brightness is greater than seventy percent of the initial 
reflective brightness when (He number of abrasion cycles is approximately 750. 



12. (Once Amended) Th^qrticJe of claim 10, wherein the layer of retroreflective beads 
m e lt e d into tho firqt oido exhibits an lhhial reflective brightness prior to being subjected to 
abrasion cycles and a final reflective brightness after being subjected to a number of abrasion 
cycles, wherein the final reflective brightness greater than ninety percent of the initial 
reflective brightness when the number of abrasion cycles is approximately 750. 
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(Once Amended) The article of claim 10, wherein the layer of retroreftective beads 
into tho firot oid e exhibits an initial reflective brightness prior to being subjected to 



^ abrasiohxycles and a final reflective brightness after being subjected to a number of abrasion 
cycles, wherbin the final reflective brightness is greater than ninety percent of the initial 
reflective brightnfesg when the number of abrasion cycles is greater than 5000 



14. Hie article of claim 1 0, whei 
place on the first side of the foam bacl 




of retroreflective beads is substantially held in 
the use of an additional adhesive or a resin. 




A method comprising: 

covering a non-adhesive side of a pressure-sensitive adhesive tape with retroreflective 
bgadsXand 

plying heat and pressure to melt the retroreflective beads into the non-adhesive side of 
the pressure-sensitive adhesive tape. 

16. The method of claim 1 5, wherein the retroreflective beads comprise glass beads coated 
with aluminum, wherein each glass bead is coated with aluminum on approximately half of a 
glass bead surface ar^a. 

1 7. The method of claim 1 5, wherein the retroreflective beads arc fully aluminum coated 
glass beads, the method further comprising etching aluminum from exposed surfaces of the 
retroreflective beads. 

1 8. The method of claim 15, whVein applying heat and pressure comprises laminating the 
retroreflective beads onto the non-adhe$ive side of the pressure-sensitive adhesive tape. 



19. A method comprising: 

covering a first side of a foam backing ^ith retroreflective beads; and 
applying heat and pressure to melt the retroreflective beads into the first side of the foam 

backing. 
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The method of claim 19, wherein the retroreflective beads comprise glass beads coated 
wfth aluminum, wherein each glass bead is coated with aluminum on approximately half of a 
glasstxead surface area. 

21 . Tnfe method of claim 1 9 t wherein the retroreflective beads are fully aluminum coated 
glass bcads,\he method further comprising etching aluminum from exposed surfaces of the 
retrorcflective\}eads. 



22* The method of claim 19, wherein applying heat and pressure comprises laminating the 
retroreflective bead^into the first side of the foam backing. 




(Once Amended) An article comprising: 
a foam backing including first and second sides; 
a pressure-sensitive adhesive material covering the first side; and 
a layer of retroreflective beads m e lt e d into that are partially embedded in the second side. 



24. 
of: 



(Once Amended) Th^prticle of claim 23, wherein the article is made by the process 
coating the first side of the fbato) backing with the pressure-sensitive adhesive material; 



covering the second side of the tbam backing with retroreflective beads; and 
applying heat and pressure to trffi ^artiallv embed the retroreflective beads en in the 
second side of the foam backing. 

25* The article of claim 24, wherein applyingWt and pressure comprises laminating the 
retroreflective beads onto the second side of the foam backing. 



26. The article of claim 23 , wherein the layer of retrVeflectivc beads exhibits an initial 
reflective brightness prior to being subjected to abrasion cycles and a final reflective brightness 
after being subjected to a number of abrasion cycles* whereiV the final reflective brightness is 
greater than seventy percent of the initial reflective brightness when the number of abrasion 
cycles is approximately 750. 
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17. The article of claim 23, wherein the layer of retroreflective beads exhibits an initial 
reflective brightness prior to being subjected to abrasion cycles and a final reflective brightness 
aftcrbeing subjected to a number of abrasion cycles, wherein the final reflective brightness is 
greater tftqn ninety percent of the initial reflective brightness when the number of abrasion cycles 
is approximately 750. 



28. The article dlxlaim 23, wherein the layer of relroreflectivc beads exhibits an initial 
reflective brightness pnto to being subjected to abrasion cycles and a final reflective brightness 
after being subjected to a mimbcr of abrasion cycles, wherein the final reflective brightness is 

ter than ninety percent offl^e initial reflective brightness when the number of abrasion cycles 
is greater than 5000. 



claim 23, wherein the layer of a lay e r of 

on the first side of the foam backing without 



29. (Once Amended) 

retroreflective beads is substantially 
the use of an adhesive or a resin 





The article of claim 23, wherein the foam backing comprises a closed-cell cross-linked 



ncc Amended) An article comprising: 
a medical tape capable of being comfortably adhered to human skin, the medical tape 
including an adhesive side and a non-adhesive side, wherein the adhesive side is coated with a 
pressure-sensitivesadhesive; and 

a layer of ret^reflcctive beads laminat e d into that are partially embedded in the non- 
adhesive side of the medical tape without the u s e of on adh e siv e or r es in , wherein the layer of 
retroreflective beads exhibhs an initial reflective brightness prior to being subjected to abrasion 
cycles and a final reflective bnjghtness after being subjected to a number of abrasion cycles, 
wherein the final reflective brightness is greater than seventy percent of the initial reflective 
brightness when the number of abrasion cycles is approximately 750. 
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The article of claim 31, wherein the medical tape includes a foam backing. 




33. ^Khe article claim 3 1 , wherein the final reflective brightness is greater than ninety percent 
of the initiai^cflective brightness when the number of abrasion cycles is greater than 5000. 

34. (New) Thesarticle of claim 3 1 > wherein the layer of retroreflective beads is substantially 
held in place on the no^-adhesive side of the medical tape without the use of an adhesive or 
resin. 
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